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confined it to a particular finite  form  of existence
and  identified   it  with  an   animal   body,  and thus
shut  it  out  from the   universal   or  divine  life  in
which there is no ' mine ' and ' thine/ but everyone
possesses   the whole  and  is  possessed  by it.    The
soul has chosen the unrest of time in place of the
peace of eternity; it has chosen spatial division and
externality   in place  of that presence of all to all
and in all which is the characteristic of the life of
spirit.     For " what," asks  Plotinus,  " has made the
soul   forget   its   divine   Father ?    How   is   it  that
being of a divine nature and born of  God, it has
come to be ignorant of  itself   as well  as of him?
The  beginning   of   evil   was   its   audacious   revolt,
its  fall into  the region of becoming and   difference,
its desire to be something for itself.    When it has
once tasted  of  the  pleasures of self-will, it  makes
large  use of  its power of   determining itself as it
pleases; and  thus  is carried so far away from  the
principle of its being that it loses all consciousness
of its  original.    Such   souls  are like children torn
away   from   their   parents   and   brought  up   in  a
foreign country, till  they have forgotten what they
themselves are, and   who  are  their  parents.    Thus
seeing neither God nor themselves, they are degraded
by ignorance   of   their  kinship.    They have learnt,
indeed,   to   honour   everything   rather   than  them-
selves,   to   spend   all   wonder   and   reverence   and